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BUDGET AND ACADEMIC POLICY COMMITTEE 
RECOMMENDATION 
SR-17-18-51 BAPC 
Recommends that the previously approved 2019-2020 academic calendar be amended in order to 
allow 15 weeks of instruction in the Fall and Spring semesters while maintaining 12 weeks for 
Summer I and 5 weeks for Summer II and Summer III. The notable change in the recommended 
calendar is that Intersession would be compressed to 3 weeks. 
RATIONALE: 
1. The Higher Learning Commission defines a credit hour as one hour of classroom instruction for 
approximately fifteen weeks per semester. See HLC Policy: Assignment of Credits 
(FDCR.A.10.020). Per communication with a college dean, the university did not have a 
standard for the credit hour when the university started the Open Pathways project. Those 
involved in the project decided that it would be wise the adopt the HLC definition before the 
university came under scrutiny. Standardizing a 14-week semester would put the university 
outside the accepted norm for the definition of a credit hour. 
2. The School of Pharmacy cannot deliver its curriculum in a 14-week Fall or Spring term. The 
school would be forced to adopt a separate calendar. 
3. The School of Music's may also face scrutiny regarding their accreditation because the National 
Association of Schools of Music requires that "a semester hour of credit represents at least 3 hours 
of work each week, on average, for a period of 15-16 weeks." (See https://nasm.arts-
accredit.org/accreditation/standards-guidelines/handbook/.) 
4. The majority (5 out of 6 surveyed) of public institutions in WV (WVU, WVSU, Fairmont, 
Glenville, and Bluefield) have 15 weeks of instruction each semester. Shepherd is the only one 
that has 14-week semesters. 
5. Four of our peer institutions surveyed (Western Kentucky, Morehead State, James Madison, 
Murray State) have at least one semester with 15 weeks of instruction. Only one peer institution 
Middle Tennessee) has two semesters with only 69 days each (14 weeks minus 1 day) for 
instruction, which would be the equivalent of the alternatively proposed fourteen-week semester at 
Marshall. The remaining six peer institutions surveyed appear to fall in the 14-14.5 week range or 
did not have data available. 
6. It is pedagogically difficult to switch back and forth between 14- and 15-week instructional terms. 
7. Initially, Intersession was designed for special purposes and was never meant to be similar to the 
5-week Summer II and Summer III sessions. Courses that need 4-5 weeks of instruction should 
remain in Summer II and III and not be compressed, leaving Intersession for intensive 
experiences. 
8. Compressing the Intersession will not impact as many students as compressing the Fall or Spring 
semester would. 
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Marshall University Academic Calendar 
Summer 2019 plus A Y 2019-20 
15-Week Model 
Summer 2019 
Intersession 
May 10, Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Regular Registration 
May 13, Monday 
First Day of Classes 
May 27, Monday 
Memorial Day Holiday - University Closed 
May 30, Thursday 
Last Class Day 
Last Day to Completely Withdraw from Intersession 
May 31, Friday 
Final Examination Day 
June 3, Monday, Noon 
Deadline for Submitting Final Grades 
Summer I 
May 17, Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Regular Registration 
May 20, Monday 
First Day of Classes 
May 27, Monday 
Memorial Day Holiday - University Closed 
July 4, Thursday 
Independence Day Holiday Observed - University Closed 
Augusta, Thursday 
Last Class Day 
Last Day to Completely Withdraw from Summer I 
August 9, Friday 
Final Examination Day 
August12,Monday,Noon 
Deadline for Submitting Final Grades 
Summer II 
May 31, Friday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Regular Registration 
June 3, Monday 
First Day of Classes 
July 3, Wednesday 
Last Class Day 
Last Day to Completely Withdraw from Summer II 
July 4, Thursday 
Independence Day Holiday Observed - University Closed 
July 5, Friday 
Final Examination Day 
Official July Graduation Date 
July 8, Monday, Noon 
Deadline for Submitting Final Grades 
Summer Ill 
July 8, Monday, 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Regular Registration 
July 9, Tuesday, 8 a.m. 
First Day of Classes 
August 8, Thursday 
Last Class Day 
Last Day to Completely Withdraw from Summer Ill 
August 9, Friday 
Final Examination Day 
Official August Graduation Date 
August12,Monday,Noon 
Deadline for Submitting Final Grades 
Fall Semester 2019-2020 
August 9, Friday 
End of summer school 
August 12, Monday - August 16, Friday 
Registration/Schedule Adjustment 
August 13, Tuesday 
Residence Halls Open for Freshmen 
August 13, Tuesday - August 18, Sunday 
Week of Welcome for freshmen 
August 17, Saturday, 9:00 a.m. 
Residence halls open for upperclassmen 
August 19, Monday 
First day of classes 
August 19, Monday - August 23, Friday 
Late registration/schedule adjustment (add-drop) 
August 23, Friday 
Last day to add a class 
August 26, Monday 
"W" Withdrawal period begins 
August 31, Saturday - September 2, Monday 
University computing services unavailable 
September 2, Monday 
Labor Day Holiday- University Closed 
September 13, Friday 
Application for December graduation due in academic dean's office 
September 27, Friday 
Last Day to Drop 1st 8 Weeks Courses 
September 30, Monday 
Final draft of thesis/dissertation delivered to committee chair 
October 7, Monday, Noon 
Freshmen/Sophomore midterm grades due 
October 9, Wednesday 
1st 8 weeks courses end 
October 10, Thursday 
2nd 8 weeks courses begin 
October 21, Monday 
Students should schedule appointments with advisors 
to prepare for advance registration. 
(Required for students who have mandatory advising holds) 
October 25, Friday 
Last day to drop a full semester individual course 
October 28, Monday 
Recommended date to apply for May 2020 graduation 
October 28, Monday - December 6, Friday 
Complete withdrawals only 
November 4, Monday - November 15, Friday 
Advance registration for spring semester 
(open only to currently enrolled students) 
November12,Tuesday 
Last day to drop 2nd 8 weeks courses 
November 16, Saturday, Noon 
Residence halls close 
November 18 - Monday 
Advance registration for spring semester (open to admitted and readmitted students) 
November 25, Monday - November 30, Saturday 
Thanksgiving Break 
Classes dismissed 
November 28, Thursday - November 29, Friday 
Thanksgiving Holiday 
University closed 
December 1, Sunday, 9:00 a.m. 
Residence halls open 
December 2, Monday 
Classes resume 
December 2, Monday - December 6, Friday 
"Dead week" 
December 6, Friday 
Last class day 
Last day to completely withdraw from fall semester 
December 7, Saturday 
Exam day for Saturday classes 
Some common finals 
December 9, Monday 
Exam day 
December10,Tuesday 
Exam day 
December 11, Wednesday 
Study Day 
Exams resume at 3:00 p.m. for Wednesday evening classes 
December 12, Thursday 
Approved Thesis/Dissertation must be submitted to the EDT website 
Electronic Thesis and Dissertation form and graduation fee receipt submitted to the 
Graduate College Office 
December 12, Thursday 
Exam Day 
December13,Friday 
Exam day 
December 14, Saturday, TBD 
Winter Commencement, Big Sandy Superstore Arena 
December 15, Sunday, Noon 
Residence halls close 
December 16, Monday, Noon 
Final Grades due 
December 23, 2019, Monday - January 1, 2020, Wednesday 
Winter break, University closed 
December 26, Thursday- December 27, Friday 
Student Service Offices Open 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
(Admissions, Bursar, Financial Aid, Registrar) 
Spring Semester 2019-2020 
January 2, 2020, Thursday 
University reopens 
January 9, Thursday - January 10, Friday 
Registration/Schedule adjustments 
January 12, Sunday, 9 a.m. 
Residence halls open 
January 13, Monday, 8 a.m. 
First Day of Classes 
January 13, Monday - January 17, Friday 
Late registration/schedule adjustment (add-drop) 
January 17, Friday 
Last day to add a class 
January 20, Monday 
Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday - University closed 
January 21, Tuesday 
"W" Withdrawal period begins 
February 7, Friday 
Applications for May graduation due in dean's office 
February 14, Friday 
Last day to drop 1st eight weeks courses 
February 24, Monday 
Final draft of thesis/dissertation delivered to committee chair 
March 2, Monday, Noon 
Freshmen/Sophomore mid-term grades due 
March 4, Wednesday 
1st 8 weeks courses end 
March 5, Thursday 
2nd 8 weeks courses begin 
March 16, Monday 
Students should schedule appointments with advisors to prepare for advance 
registration for summer and fall. (Required for students with mandatory advising holds.) 
March 20, Friday 
Last day to drop an individual course 
March 21, Saturday, Noon 
Residence halls close 
March 23, Monday - March 28, Saturday 
Spring Break 
Classes dismissed 
March 30, Monday 
Classes resume 
March 30, Monday 
Recommended date to apply for December 2020 graduation 
March 30, Monday - April 3, Friday 
Advance registration for summer sessions (open only to currently enrolled students) 
April 6, Monday 
Advance registration for summer sessions begin (open to admitted/readmitted students) 
April 7, Tuesday 
Last day to drop a 2nd 8 weeks courses 
April 13, Monday - April 24, Friday 
Advance registration for fall semester (open only to currently enrolled students) 
April 27, Monday 
Advance registration for fall semester begins (open to admitted/readmitted students 
except first-time fall undergraduates) 
,. 
April 27, Monday- May 1, Friday 
"Dead Week" 
May 1, Friday 
Last class day 
Last day to completely withdraw from spring semester 
May 2, Saturday 
Exam day for Saturday classes 
Some common finals 
May 4, Monday 
Exam Day 
May 5, Tuesday 
Exam Day 
May 6, Wednesday 
Study Day 
Exams resume at 3 p.m. for Wednesday evening classes 
May 7, Thursday 
Exam Day 
May 7, Thursday 
Approved Thesis/Dissertation must be submitted to the EDT website 
Electronic Thesis and Dissertation form and graduation fee receipt submitted to the 
Graduate College Office 
May 8, Friday 
Exam Day 
May 9, Saturday, TBD at Big Sandy Superstore Arena 
Commencement 
May10,Sunday,Noon 
Residence halls close 
May 11, Monday - August 16, Friday 
Summer School Sessions 
May12,Tuesday,Noon 
Final Grades due 
May 23, Saturday - May 25, Monday 
University Computer Services Unavailable 
May 25, Monday 
Memorial Day Holiday 
University closed 
July 4, Wednesday 
Independence Day Holiday 
University closed 
